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Applied English Department Students
Participate in 2009 Intercollegiate English
Speech Contest in Taipei ©pgFi#3E% Timothy S. Allen

This year students from Hsiuping
Institute of Technology were invited to
participate in the 2009 Intercollegiate
English Speech Contest sponsored by
the Rotary Club of Taipei that is being
held in Taiwan for 53rd year. The 2009
Intercollegiate English Speech contest
was held in Taipei on April 4, 2009, and
two students from the Department of
Applied English at Hsiuping competed.
Approximately 110 students from colleges
and universities throughout Taiwan
competed in the speech contest this year.
Min-Fang Hsiao (Molly) and U-Food Liu
(Eddie) are both juniors at Hsiuping, and it was the first time they competed in a speech
contest. They were required to select one of two topics: The Economic Crisis for
Taiwan” or “How Integrity is Important to Taiwan.” They both elected to speak on the
topic of economics. Both students worked very hard by doing research, designing their
speeches and practicing. They attended ten sessions with Lecturer, Timothy S. Allen, who
coached them for the speech contest.

Fnalish Speech Lo
Pt &

The announcement and invitation to participate in the speech contest was received at
Hsiuping only a month before the competition. Although more students from the Applied
English began the speech competition practice, Molly and Eddie stuck with it. Students
competing were required to arrive in Taipei to register by 8:30 in the morning. That meant
getting up very early and leaving Taichung on the 6:15 AM high-speed train. After getting
breakfast near the main train station, the students and their coach, Teacher Tim, preceded
to the hotel hosting the speech contest. At registration the students were divided into eight
groups with 14 competitors in each group.

After introductory remarks the students went to the assigned group rooms and began
the competition. Students were required to present their topic within a five-minute time
limit. A full score was given if the student spoke no more than five seconds short of five
minutes or no more than five seconds over five minutes. Lower scores were given for
speaking shorter or longer than the five minutes.

Many students in Molly” s group spoke too quickly and received zero points. Molly
spoke for five minutes and seven seconds and received five of six points for her timing.
Eddie made a gallant effort, but spoke two seconds short of getting a point. Only two
competitors advanced to the next level of competition. Both Applied English students from
Hsiuping did exceptionally well, but did not advance to the next level.

I think that with this excellent experience, Molly and Eddie can compete next year
with a much better chance of advancement. They can also be active leaders in recruiting
and training of other students from the Department of Applied English. Due to Molly and
Eddie’ s hard work and dedication their English has improved dramatically.
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