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Swimming) in the Different Langueage and Cultural Pool: UTPB Visit

Ai-Hwa Chen The Department of Applied English

[t is the second time for me to visit University of Texas of Permian Basin (UTPB) during the winter break. I was very lucky to have my good
friend, Dr. Rebecca Babcock, to help me complete the project again. The project provided two students from the English program to work with
American students on Mandarin Chinese learning and to demonstrate traditional Chinese culture at UTPB. I started to give candidate students required
training, such as reinforcing their English oral ability, making teaching materials and learning some talents, a year ago. In the period of preparation,
one serious event happened; that 18, students could not get American visas because of being rejected by the AIT (American Institute in Taiwan). It
almost paralyzed the project processing. However, we resolved the problem finally and got ready to set off to the U.S.

Suffering from the jet lag, allergy and wanting voice

We were asked many times about the length of the trip and my reply was, ‘only’ 30 hours in total. Yes, it was a real tiring trip. We could not

stretch out our bodies freely in the small space on the airplane and I could not sleep all the way. So, when we reached the destination, I felt pretty
exhausted and experienced sleeping problems. In contrast, the two students were full of energy with sound sleep and ate well. It seems that they trusted
me and knew that I would take care of everything. In addition to suffering from the jet lag, I also had serious allergies because of dogs™ hair (many Americans are dog lovers). Even worse, I got a fever and cough
for lack of sleep a few days later.

Jmmersing in the friendly surroundings

Although I felt uncomfortable physically, I was touched and appreciated American friends” kindness and support. We met friendly volunteers who are professors at UTPB who hosted us while we were
staying in Texas. It was one of the special features of this project. It means that we could be closer to experience truly American life. In addition, they specifically held some parties for us. For example, at the
reception (picture 1), many colleagues and students, including the president of UTPB, were there. The host families had the parties for us too. One commitment for this project is to publicize Taiwan to American
friends. Therefore, there was fun Friday weekly. On that occasion, we mainly introduced Chinese culture and localized Taiwanese customs to the audience (picture 2). We won many supportive responses. The two
students also had the opportunity to learn appropriate social manners which they might not learn them before. For example, they would shake hands with people on a formal occasion. And, they would bring gifts
when being invited somewhere.

Putting English into practice

Because it was the first time for two students to be in an English speaking environment, they faced a big challenge in making conversation at the beginning. English is not a subject course of ‘dead’ ‘fake’

‘less important’ foreign language at school anymore but becomes living communicative tool in daily life. Students had difficulties in understanding people and kept quiet all the time. In addition, it was hard for

them to conduct a two-hour Chinese class because the medium of instruction was English. They felt scared and thought that two hour teaching was too long and they also indicated that they did not know how to
teach Chinese. Fortunately, they made great progress in their communication and teaching skills daily (picture 3 & 4). American students gave them very positive comments and understood their instruction well.
They all agreed that two students had wonderful performance on teaching.

XKeeping tracking the work schedule and giving necessary reminders remotely

After helping students settle down their life in Texas, I returned home earlier. In addition to conducting the teaching work, the two students were asked to do the journals about their class and sent them to
me via e-mail every day. Although I was not being with them, I kept tracking their work schedule and inquired follow up questions while I was reading their logs. In addition, I also gave them reminders so that
they would accomplish things in time and appropriately. For example, they were invited to Dr. Babcock’ s place over one weekend. I suggested to them that they could fix Chinese cooking for them to appreciate
her kindness. Dr. Babcock indicated that they did a tasty meal for her and her husband. Although two students worked hard on weekdays, their host family or American friends would bring them to other cities to
experience various American cultures on weekends.

Anticipating having a third contact in the future

I have conducted this intensive Chinese learning program with UTPB for two years. It gradually becomes an annual routine for UTPB to offer Chinese class for their
students and the community. They are very supportive and provide necessary assistance for us to make it. Most importantly, students of Applied English program who
participated in this project take great advantages in learning American cultures and improving their English competency by means of immersing in the target culture. My
friend, Dr. Babcock, 1s coming to visit HUST with her students in May. It can be a first step for two schools to have a friendly contact. Although it is a very tough and tiring

task for me to conduct the program, for giving our students’ benefits and making HUST frequently visible, it is worth having more contacts in the future.

THE LEADER OF THE POP MUSIC CLUB ommumz=m sem seasm: gug 26

Have you ever heard the live popular songs on our campus? I m not talking about the video or CD, but the live shows performed by the bands of Pop Music Club. I
have heard wonderful songs many times. Sometimes I would stop my footsteps and watch their shows. They not only sing Chinese songs but also English songs.

Perhaps I am not the only one who is interested in the members of the Pop Music Club. Now, I have the chance to interview the leader of the Pop Music Club. His name
18 %]'?JF He is twenty years old and he is studying in the Department of Applied Japanese. I can understand much more about the Pop Music Club through interviewing him.
He relates that members of the Pop Music Club usually form bands and get together and play musical instruments. The Pop Music Club often holds live band shows at Ha-la
square in our school on Wednesday afternoon to improve their skills. Sometimes the Pop Music Club might invite other school bands to perform. ?»T’F'JQTI joined the Pop Music
Club when he was a freshman. He wants to improve his skills of guitar. Right! He is a guitarist. The name of his band is Eﬁ?ﬁ%ﬂ (Blueprint). He also wants to be a good leader in
the club.

So far as [ am concerned, I had been a performer but I was so nervous. I couldn’ t control myself and my body also shivered while performing. I ask him why Pop Music Club members aren’ t nervous
and can play wonderful songs in front of many people and his answer is that, “Don” t think and don’ t watch the people, and take a deep breath before you go to the stage. Then you will not feel nervous at
all!”

Being a club leader is really cool and attending student clubs is also a very important learning process for college students. The variety of student clubs at Hsiuping University of Science and Technology

provides students the excellent opportunity to expand our learning experience outside classrooms. If you want to have a more energetic school life, why not take up playing electronic guitar in the band as a
hobby?
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